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it was publicly read at episcopal elections; it was intended,
and sometimes regarded as a safeguard against the appoint-
ment of unsuitable persons.1
The interest of the charter is further brought out by
considering the circumstances attending its grant. John's
anxiety to retain and exercise his customary rights in elec-
tions was notorious. It had been the formal issue in his
struggle with Innocent III. After the removal of the ban
of excommunication on 20 July 1213, an urgent and diffi-
cult question arose, rendered significant by recent events.
The sees of Carlisle, Durham, York, Rochester, Chichester,
Coventry and Lichfield, and Worcester were vacant, besides
many abbacies. Various administrators and favourites,
Walter Gray, Richard Marsh, Hugh, Abbot of Beaulieu,
for example, were destined for preferment.2 On the
other hand, it was a golden opportunity to secure the pro-
motion of men willing and capable to undertake the re-
organization of the Church. Cathedrals and monasteries
themselves were anxious to obtain suitable pastors, and
there seem to have been some unauthorized elections,
John acted with rapidity. On 24 July he issued letters to
the chapters of Exeter, Worcester, and Chichester, direct-
ing them to send proctors to elect a bishop in his presence,
and to follow him beyond seas if he removed his court
thither.3 This was an attempt to use the practice described in
the Constitution of Clarendon.4 But on the strength of these
letters no action having official result was taken, possibly
because towards the end of September arrived the papal
legate, Nicholas, with whom King John was thenceforward
content to act in collusion. A papal letter of i November5
gave Nicholas the power to superintend the elections and
postulations of suitable persons c qui non solum vita sed et
scientia sit praeclari, verum etiam regi fideles et regno
1  Roberti Grosseteste Epistolae, p. 265.
2 Proposed by John as candidates for bishoprics.   (Ann. Man. iii. 385 i. 59 ;
ii. 288.)
3  Rot. Lit Clous, i. i46b, 148, 150, i5ob.
4  Stubbs, Select Charters (ed. Davis), p. 166 : 'in capdla domini regis debet
fieri electio assensu domini regis et consilio personarum regni \ The practice was
not always followed in the later twelfth century (Powicke, Stephen Langton, p. 82
note).
5  Rog. Wend. ii. 96.